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THE NEWS THIS MORNING.

Fonrr1aN.—It is reported that the King of Anam
has been poisoned by the anti-French party. ——
The libel case of the Central News against Judy was
dismissed yesterduy. — The police seized aquan-
tity of arms in Dublin, === The funeral of Signor
Mario took placo in Rome, == A statue of Mr.
Gladstone was unveiled in London.

Cosanrss,—The report of the chairman of the
Joint Commission ou the completion of the Wash-
fngton Monnment was presented to the Senate yes-
terday. —— In the Senate bills were introduced
for the formation and adwmission into the Union of
the State of Washington, and to provide for a com=
mission on the subject of the liguor traflle, ——
The Senate began the consideration of the report
of the Committee on Rules. =——= The Republican
Benate Cancus Committee nominated General An-
son G. McCook to be Seeretary of the Senate,

Dosestic.—The jury in the Dwight insurance
ease gave a verdict against theGermania Company,
The lawyer of some burglars at Kingston
assaulted District-Attorney Clearwater, who was
prosecuting them, = General Manager Clark, of
the Union Pacific Railroad,explained the Iowa pool
troubles, =——— Two deer wers chased by a coal
train on a branch of the Erie Road. =—— Arch-
bishop Elder received the pallinm at Cincinnati.
—— J. E. Martin has been appointed receiver of
the OhioCentral Railroad and Coal Company. ——
The search for the missing Nellie Cooley s eagerly
pressed, and a reward of 1,000 for the recovery of
bor, dead or alive, is offered. —— Two Counecti-
cut mill-owners were arrested and flued for viola-
tions of the school law, =—= At Denver, §600,000
in cush was paid for one lot of horses and eattle,

CITY AXD SUBURBAX.-Further details are given to-
day of Mr. Thompson's sehemes by which he evades
$he law concerning work and supplies in his depart-
ment, - A youung lady of Utica, whose lover
had married another woman, shot herself yesterday
in the Windsor Hotel. General di Cesnola
completed his testlmony. The Hunter's Point
ferry-boat, Garden City, was partly burned in the
East River, Monsiguor Capel lectured
on “Divorce.” A physieran  of Jer-
pey City was charged with conspiring to
defraud the Legion of Honor.=—— The anunal
meeting of the State Charities Aid Association was
held. =——— In the Phebe Paullin inquest suspicions
were aroused against Frauck, the would-be suicide.
Eleven horses were burned to death in a
stable, Gold value of the legal tender silver
dollar (41215 grains), 85.30 cents, ——— Stocks wero
active in spots, aud sometimes higher; but geuer-
ally were lower, aud closed weak.

Tue WeaTueR—TRIBUNE local observations indi-
eate cloudy weather, with light rain, followed by
eolder and fair or clear weather, Temperature yes-
terday : Highest, 509; lowest, 31¥: average,
4079,

The selection by the Republican Senators of
General MeCook as Secretary of the Senate is
an excellent one, General MeCook was an able
Congressman, and he is a sound Republican, of
the highest personal character. Moreover, he is
thoroughly qualified for the place, and will do
much to restore to it the old honor and dignity
with which it used to be regarded, We presume
his election is secure. Certainly the Senate and
the country will have every reason to be satis-
fled with the Secretary they Lave chosen from
New-York.

1-—-—‘—-—

The death of the ruler of Anam is a stroke of
fll-fortune for the French, Hiephoma was
placed on the throne last July by the peace
party of the Kingdom after a revolution which
followed the death of the late Tudue. Within
three days after the bombardment of Hué
which occurred on August 18, M, Harmand
was able to dictate a treaty of peace to the new
ruler. This treaty made the Freneh protectorate
over Anam absolute, The Anamese troops
which had been sent to Tonquin were recalled
and the diplomacy of the kingdom fell under
the direction of a French Resident Minister,
Probably this will all be changed now, and
France may be obliged to conquer Anam over
again. The Chinese will be quick to give the

t ruler all the help he wants to repel, or
expel, the French invader,

—

Mr. Wales, President of the Park Depart-
t, has often acted as a check upon the wild
foolish schemes ot his fellow-Commission-
and on the whole there has been consider-

to commend In his course in the Depart-
But he certainly did not appear to ad-
yesterday at the meeting of the Board

pf Estimate and A t. The esti-
of the Park Department for 1884 were
wnder consic and Mr, Wales said that it

Sae Th

he could not be allowed $75,000 for work on
Riverside Park the whole item might just as
well be stricken out; and if he could not have
#50,000 for paving the transyerse roads he
wanted but $5,000. There is, of course,
much work to be donme in Riverside Park,
and it is the business of the Park De-
partment to do the best it can with the
money allowed to it. Much can be accom-
plished with $25,000. A halfloaf is better than

none.
—_—

Tn the light of the revelations made in to-dny's
Triprse it is evident that it will require some-
thing besides a change in thestatutes to reform
the administration of the Pablic Works Depart-
ment, The intent of the law in regard to con-
tracts under the Street Improvement Fund is
pullified by a system of false estimates and un-
balanced bids, But when it comes to contract-
ing for supplies and materials to be paid for out
of other funds, by o system of $099 orders Mr.
Thompson altogether evades the statute.

Special enre was taken mn drafting this law to

provide against just snch an abuge of its pro-
visions as has grown up under Mr. Thompson.
Henee it is evident that no law, however iron-
clad, will make a public officer honest or effi-
cient when he designs to be otherwise. 1t is
clear that some radical measures will have to be
taken to relieve the ecity of the inercasing
burdens unjustly imposed wupon it by the
reckless administration that now rules in the
most important branch of the municipal govern-

ment.
———

An excellent suggestion was made yesterday
at a meeting of the Military Service Tustitution
on Governor's Tsland by General Alexander 8.
Webb, It was to the effect that the officers of
the National Guard should be invited to join the
Institute. The Army and the militiamen of
the conntry ronlly have mueh in common, and a
closer intimacey between the officers of the two
organizations would undoubtedly help both, It
would broaden the ideas of the National Guard
ofticers to be associated in this way with men
whose entire time is given up to military ser-
vice; and possibly the Army officers might
sometimes obtain valnable suggestions from
their fellows in the Militia. Moreover, National
Guadsmen exert considerable influence on pub-
lic opinion aml legislation, and they could, if
they wished, do much to secure a more liberal
policy toward the Army. The admizsion of the
Militia officers to the Institute would also help
digpel the popular, and possibly unjust, belief
that officers of the regular Army have an unre-
publican notion that they are much better than

anybody else,
e

The verdiet against the Germania Life In-

virtually one against nineteen companies, for
200,000, interest and costs,  The Dwight
ease has been in litigation for four years, the
companies claiming that Mr., Dwight geenred
his policies throngh frand, It was also more
than insinuated that he committed suicide,
Notwithstanding this defeat, the companies do
not seem digposed to give up the struggle.
Although the amount invelved s larger
than in any other life insurance contest yet
seen in this country, the companies say that it
is mot 20 mueh the amonnt of money as the in-
terests of their honest insurers that they are
fighting for. There are many thonsands of
men m America earrying life insurance, nnd to
their heirs, who will in most cases be widows
and orphans, belong the $475,000,000 of assets
of the insuring corporations, It may he said,
without reference to the Dwight case, that de-
signing people are cager to secure some of this
money by frand, or even by suicide, And the
guardians of it fecl as much compelled to ward
off what they suspect to be the attacks of this
class of robbers as bank men do to proteet their
trasts from burglars.

———
Both sides of the stony of the killingof J,. I
Matthews at Hazelhurst, Missssippl, on election
day, are given In our Washington dispatehes,
The leading Democrats of the State are evi-
dently fearful as to the effect likely to be pro=
dueed on the conntry at large, unless the im-
pression that this affuir was a politieal murder
s removed.  They indulge, therefore, in sweep-
ing denials which are not always to the point,
1t is not denied, for instance, that Matthews was
warned ot to vote; nor that he was shot down
without due provocation, at the polls, hy
Wheeler, one of the peace offleers of the day.
If the Democratie side of the story is true its
adherents can easily prove it by mensuring out
exact justice to the assassin.  Plainly he onght
to be hanged or sent to State prison for life or
for a number of years, like another murderer.
But sinee the day of the ghooting Wheeler has
been elected town marshal and ouly lost the
Mayorality by three votes, This does not look as
if the Democratie authorities of Copinh Connty
would vindicate their assertions by giving
Matthews's murderer his deserts,

COINCIDENCES,

It was a pertinent ohservation of Mr, Wheeler
H. Peckham's on the contract frands that
“ when both parties to a contract want to cheat,
it takes o pretty strong law to make them hon-
est.” Thus when an officer of the Department
of Public Works and a “ good ™ contractor con-
spire to defrand the city, it happens that the
extravagant and fictitions bids of the one and
the false estimates of the other are 50 nicely
adjusted to the letter of the statutes that the
two partners can make a coertain show of law for
their swindle and insist that therefore the pub-
lic must pay.  But that the frand originates in
deliberate deception by the officers or employes
of the Department will not be doubted by any-
body who studies a few of the coincidences "
exposed in Tue Trisese,

When the Depurtment estimates that a con-
tract for regulating Sixty-second-st. will re-
quire 820 cubie yards of earth exeavation and
1,000 cubie yards of filling, and it torns ont
that there are 2,720 yards of carth excavation
and no filling, it happens that D. K. Gallagher
bids the enormous price of £5 50 a yard for
earth excavation and offers to do the filling for
nothing, with the result that Gallagher reecives
three times the amount of his bid.  When the
estimates on another job call for 6,000 feot of
lnmber and 61,000 are used—or at least paid
for—it is an interesting coincidenee that Pat-
rick Mulholland, the successful eompetitor, bid
on lumber $3 a thousand more than other con-
trnctors, It is a coincidenee, too, that the same
Patrick Mulholland bid an extravagant price on
rock excavation fora sewer, and that the rock
go far excecded the estimate that he obtained
on the whole 50 per cent more thau his con-
tract, When the Department estimated 600
cubie yards of rock on the West End Avenue
sewer, and there proved to be 1,376 yards, it
chanced that Abraham Dowdney had the con-
tract at the extravagant price of $4 a yard ; but
Dowdney was to farnish lumber at the low pries
of $10 a th I, and instead of the 7,000
feet called for by the estimates only 860 feet
were used. In contract No. 5,724 the rock was
estimated at 1,000 cubie yards, and only 161
cuble yards were taken out, while earth excava-
tion estimated -at 2,500 cubic yards ran up to
3,800, Yincent Clark oddly enough getting the
contract at 1 cent for rock and 91 cents for

In the Ninety-eighth-st. improvement
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surance Company, at Norwich, yesterday, was |

the earth excavation was estimated at only 500
enbic yards, but amounted to 3, 120 cubie yards,
and it chanced that Michael Finn had the con-
tract at the stupendous price of $7 90a yard,
while the rock exeavation, which Fion was to
do for 35 cents a yard, turned out to be about
half the estimate. So in Thomas fF. Kane's
Fourth-ave. contract, where the rock proved to
be less than half the estimate and the earth
more than double, it happened that the con-
tractor was to get §1 621g for shovelling earth,
and 2 cents for blasting vock. The unfinished
contracts of James Reilly and John Brady will
show similar coincidences when the returns are
complete, The worst of them is that famous
job on which Brady gets $8 a enbie yard for ex-
eavating earth and a quarter of a cent for rock,
and has guessed so well at the % errors” in the
estimates that on a contract tor $15,676 he will
realize about $112,000,

We have published analyses of elghteen or
twenty of these * coincidences," besides tables
of numerons econtracts, frandulent on their face
but not yet finished ; and there are more still
to be exposed,  That they cannot be accidental
needs no argnment,  Yet the Commissioner of
Public Works has the effrontery [to say that
there is no frand in his office, and that if his
engineers habitually make mistakes for the
benefit of the Ring econtractors, and ;never
against them, it is only becanse they cannot tell
the character of the work they survey without
an additional appropriation—which he has asked

for.

WIHAT WILL BE DONE ABOUT IT.

This argnment is put forward by those who
defend the system of unbalanced bids : The en-
gineers of the Department of Public Works
must make their estimates of the amount of ex-
cavation from surface indications, not having
authority or funds to make openings below the
surface for the purpose of discovering the
actual character of the work to be done, anid
consequently they sometimes fall into errors.
The eontractors, on the other hand, before bid-
ding on a work thoroughly examine it by dig-
ging below jthe surface and closely observing
every indieation. They thus discover the errors
of the enginesrs and take advantage of them.
But this does not show collusion ; and if it did
suggest it, how are you going to prove it And
what are you going to do about it 1

Suppose the engineers repeatedly make such
orrors, and that these blunders are invariably
rinst the city's interest and in favor of the

contractors?  Such coincidences might not he
legal proof, but they wonld fully justify an alert
and honest head of a department in putting it
out of the power of such engincers to make
more Dlunders for such contractors, If, further-
more. it were true that the eontractors, each
for himself, could discover
simple examination, how does it happen that
where several bid the same favored contractors
always get the contracts 1 Is it not Decause the
honest contractor Tabors under the dispdvant-

one who is bidding against him 1

As to what is going to be done about it, we
don’t yet just know. But we do know what
public opinion did in like instance severnl years
1o, in spite of pateled-upiaws plansibly quoted
to justify as legal frands which were then being
carried on, and which were only proportionately
greater but not oue whit more defensible than
those whicliare now being perpetrated under
the name of * nnbalaneed bids,”

e fn'.l’.'."l"ﬂ."‘-“ IN NATIONAL CONVENTION
I1f Senator Frye's plan forapportioning delegates
to the next Republican National Convention had
been made public two weeks carlier, asentiment
might have been aroused in the Republiean
press which wonld have forced the Commit-
tee toadopt it, Dut the interval was too short,
amld the Nationnl  Convention near
that it was possible for the opponents of any
change to deprecate iton the groumd that it
might #eem to be in the interest of some one

Wis KD

enndidate, or agninst the interest of some other,
There is no reason, of course, why we may not
reach o conclusion sutisfactory to the whole
party, in the next Convention, npon o basis of
representation that has been followed in all the
preceding Conventlons; but mueh will depend
upon the way in which the Southern States nse
their power,  They will have 35 per cent of the
votes in the Convention,—they must not forget
| that one hundred per eent of the electornl votes
needed to elect the Republican candidate must
eome from the North,

The Natlonal Committee has not dealt with
this matter of representation with the diligence
it should have shown, The Convention of 1550
directed the eonnittee to * preseribe a method
or methods™ for the celection of delegates
“ywithin the next twelve months. That duty
was not performed nntil lnst Jannary, after a
lapse of thirty months, and then only the
| method of secaring district representation wos
dealt with, The Clieago Convention of 1854
should direct the National Committee to pre-
seribe o method of apportioning delegates npon
the basis of the Republican vote, due eare being
taken, as in the Frye plan, to give all districts,
whether they are able to get Republican votes
connted or not, a fair represontation. Wo
believe the masses of Republican voters want a
more exaet system of representation, and we
venture to predict that if the coming Chiengo
Conventlon direets the National Committee to
provide one, the performance of the duty will
uot wait thirty montha,

“OCONSERVATISM" IN THE SADDILE.
= Mujor John N, Edwards, a gallant soldier of
the Confederaey” and by all odds the most
brillinnt writer the Democratie party has in
Mizsouri, whose political influence in that State
General Frank Blair knew, and Senator Vest
and Senator Cockrell both know, was at Wash-
ington when Mr, Carlisle was elected Speaker.
He was so rejoleed lat the resalt that he tele-
graphed to his paper, * The Southern Confoder-
aey i8 ngain in thelsaddle,” But thig appears an
injudicions remark to some other Domocrats,
who eall Edwards “a wild man” Possibly,
What was the Confederaey but an onthreak of
will men—too wild te sce that they were
muking supreme fools of themselves ¥ What
his  Demoerney been, whenever it hss come
near enongh sueeess to get a smell of the flesh-
pots, hot a horde of wild men ¥ But the remark
is considered injudicious,  "That is because it
containg elements of truth,  Mr, Carlisle re-,
ceived a great part of his vote from the South
and about three-fourths of the Southern v ote;
hig idens s to taxation, banking, eurreney and
other vital questions are essentindly those of
the Bonth ; and he wonld never have come any-
where near an election if it hadZnot been known
that he held those ideas,

Ifone reads Demoeratic papers about this
time, he gets from them very interesting con-
ception of the new Speaker.  Barnum’s “ What
isit" was never a greater pnzzle than is Mr.
Carlisle, according to these pen-portraits,  The
Philadelphia Times scos in his election the oft-
spring “of the Southern statesmanahip fbefore
“the war, that sueered at the ‘small-fisted
“ farmers,’ the *greasy mechanies,! and the
S mudsills’ of the North.,” |The Southern
leadlers, it says, “ roassert the supromacy of the
South in Demoeratic control,” and, they “ want
“no factories or mills or shops in the South be-
“ cause thoy are o menace_ to Southern idloess,

s - =

these errors by so |
| the fine words used by him when taking the

age of having his bid known to the dishonest |

olfered,

Yto Southern ignorance and to Southern
“power.” But The Missouri Republican con-
siders these remarks *utterly reckless.” T'he
Sun manifests a fear that Mr. Carlisle's election
was n fatal mistake, but 1'he Herald considers
him “wise, statesmanlike, prudent and con-
gervative.” Mr. Watterson sees no use in any
disguises, and says: “The fight was bound fo
come, and better have it now than later. The
election of Carlisle develops the enemy.” But
Mr, Tucker, of Virginia, insists that even the
Republicans cannot find in Mr. Carlisle’s record
45 single word or vote involving any radieal
modification of the tariff,” though he affirms on
his own account that % Mr, Carlisle believes in
g reform of the tariff so moderate and gradual
“in its character as to disturb no existing inter-
“ gst, but to promote gradually a return to a gys-
“tem by which the consuming interests of the
4 country would be protected against greedy nud
“unreasonable demands of monopolists.”

No, gentlemen, this will not do! If Mr.
Carlisle is going to defeat “ greedy and unrea-
sonable demands of monopolists,” then he is
going to “disturb existing interests "—unless
what Democrats call monopolists do not exist,
This trickery serves no purpose. Mr. Carlisle
cannot be “in favor of the Maine law but op-
posed to its exeention”; that iden was patented
long ago. If e means * reform " of any degree
or kind, he means chango, and change “ disturbs
existing interests,” The Democrats eannot get
on both sides of this fence without splitting.
Mr., Carlisle himself, according to an *author-
lzed statement of his views,” favors a “ revision
of the present tarifi, believing that at least the
reduction of 20 per cent recommended by the
Tariff Commission should be made”; that the
new law is % worse than the old one,” and that
“it is the duty of this Congress to fulfil the
broken promise of the last.,” This appears to
be his own statement of his purpose,  If so, it
may be ealled * conservative,” but it is sheer
deception to pretend that it “will disturb no
existing interest,” The mere suspicion that
such a change is to be made will disturh exist-
ing interests by the thousand. The man who
wants to get the eredit for tearing down some-
thing, and at the same time to get the eredit for
tearing down nothing, will not succeed in this
country.

“ Conservative "

is a word that Democrats
never did understand,  They thought it conser-
vative onee to keep slavery alive,  Mr, Carlisle
means to be eonservative, no doubt, necording
to his own understanding of the effect of meas-
nres,  Bat he voted in the lnst Congress for a
swirm of amendments, many of them devised
and oftered by himself, and the ohject of nearly
every one wias to cut oul the protection given to
some braneh of industry,  That eonvse he then
thonght * wise, eonservative and patriotic "—

Speaker’s chair, Dounbtless he has the same
opinion still,  In 1851 he eaused a bill to be
passed depriving banks of power to sell or ex-
change their bomds, or to surrender cirealation,
until they could gather up their own notes, un-
they were willing to take new bonds
This produced a panie.  Seeuvities
dropped $135,000,000 §n a few days, ol a eol-
Inpse of the whole banking syatem was immi-
nent if the President had not vitoed the bill,
But Mr. Carlisle waa very wrathy at the veto,
and deelarcd that his measure was * wise, con-
servative and patriotie.”  Nodoubt he thinks
so a1ill.  But a man who thinks it conservative
to smash the tariff, to smash the bauks, aod to
smash things generally, is just the man of
whom it wus well written, * His election de-
vilops the enemy.” 1t docs develop one thing—
“ihe Southern Confederney in the  saddle
again,” with its old ideas of banking and the
tarift,

liess

IHE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND THE
ADIRONDACKS,

Committes  appointed by
of Commerco lust
the  resolution  of
to take action for

Nurth “'nliilﬂ,
nesdny in a  practical
‘rufessor Sargent met with

The
the Choamber
aecordance with
Morris K.
preservation  of the
HES \\n!;n on “rl
business-like way.
the Committes necording to invitation, amd in
the conrse of a brief address setting forth the
general  reasons  for protecting the forest
growth at the sonrees of onr important streams,
he made one statement in regard to the Adiron-
ducks which is most ﬁ!l;.’Kl'.-illl\ e, About tw enty
years ago lumber operations of some magnitude
were carried on at a point between North Creek
and Indian River and beyoud the present ter-
minus of the Adirondack Railrond. The timber
was eut away and fire, as nanal, followed the axe
According to the acconnt of a trustworthy man
who has lately visited this veglon, the thin soil
has already  been seoured from the rocks by
mountain torrents, and the plaee is desolate
bevond deseription,  This is nothing but a
repetition of what has often happened in other
countries, but it isalesson nearer home which the
State should heed, It shows the necessity for
fmmedinte action, and enforces the point so
often urged in these columns, that delay in this
matter will be fatal, 1t may take a centary to
recover from the devastation wrought in asingle
YUear.

The Committee determined to cirenlate a
memorinl to the Legislature through the City
amd the State. It ought to have a hundred
thousand signers before it leaves Manhattan
Island. Our lawmakers should be made to un-
derstand that the business mon of the eity are in
curnest and that they are not inclined to sit still
and see the water-ways of onr inlaud commerce
destroyed. The disastrons elimatic changes, the
wasting freshets and parehing drouths which
will be sure to follow the stripping of the tree
growth from these thousands of square miles
should be provented at all hazards, and the
matter has not been taken in hand n moment too
soon. The Governor is invited by the Com-
mittee to wilvise some mensure of reiief in bis
message. A bill I8 to bo prepared ot once and
the strong public feeling aroused, ifintelligently
dirceted, ought to be able to settle this question
finally at the coming session

special
week  in
Mr.

Jesup, the

A MELANCHOLY QUEST,

An account of one of “the most dismal quests
over made by naval oflicers was given mu let-
tor from St. Petershurg which appeared in Tne
Triseye yesterduy, When the news of the Jean-
nette disaster renched Washington toward the
elose of 1851, Lientenants Harber and Schuetze,
of the United States Navy, received orders to
sot ont for Siberla and search for Licutenant
Chipp and the other missing men of the ill-fat-
ed expedition.  That search occupied the sim-
mer aud antumn of 1882, supplementing the
gledging expeditio of Chief Engineer Melville
earlier in the year. Returning to Yakutsk late
in November without having fonnd any trace of
the men of the second eutter, Licutenant Harber
received instructions to take home the remains
of De Long and his companions.  With charae-
teristie American energy he made a mid-winter
journey to the tomb in the Delta as soon s he
could obtain permission to remove the bodies,
and returned to Yakutsk late in March, He ex-
peeted to begin his homeward journey at once,
and would have been able to do so if the Uni-
ted States authorities had forwarded air-tight
coftfius to Siberin, Not having these metallic
coffins, he wus forced to journey to Irkutakio

& i
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boxes with linings of pure lead, which would
meet the requirements of Russian law, Circum-
locution and red-tape have prolonged his stay
in Siberia nearly a year, so that he will not
reach New-York before February.

The letter previously referred to gives an
animated description of the terrible hardships
which the two licutenants have been called
upon to endure during their melancholy quest.
They seem to have acted with energy and
good judgment from beginning to end, and are
not responsible for the vexatious delays which
have attended the completion of their labors,
They have been exposed to the extreme tem-
peratures of mid-winter near the Siberian pole
of cold; and for two years they have faced
terrible risks, arduons labors and exasperating
disappointments, loyal to thelr brave com-
panions of the ill-starred Jeannette and per-
sistent in their endeavors to do for them the
meagre service that remained to be done,
Their work, privations and vicissitudes merit
recognition from the Navy Department.

CHANGES IN THE BUILDING LAW,

The Building Burean of the Fire ;Department
will be unable after January 1 to excuse any
defleieney because of an insufficlent appropria-
tion, For the present year the law fixed a limit
of $£36,000 for the pay of that bureau, but un-
der the Consolidation act, passed by the last
Legislature, the restriction was removed. The
Board of Estimate has appropriated 78,700
for the burean for 188i—more than double
the expenditure of the present year,

There ought to be several other changes
made by the next Legislature in the laws relat-
ing to the Building Burean, The Inspector,
who is held responsible for any defeets in the
inspection of buildings, should be permitted to
choose his own subordinntes. Now he is
obliged to take such politicians as can meet the
requirements of Commissioner Croker or Com-
missioner Purroy, It is unnecessary to state
that the ability to do good work for the city,
and to earn their salaries, are by no means re-
quisites with those two experienced Dem-
ocratic politicians, The extent of the Civil
Serviee examinations required by them is the
production of requisitions for places signed by
John Kelly or Hubert 0. Thompson,

That elause in the statnte whigh now allows
the erection of wooden buildingsnorth of One-
hundred-and-forticth-st. onght to be repealed.
Below that line it regquicves the approval of the
Inspector of Buildings to erect such structures,
If permitted at all the same rale should govern
inall parts of the city, The ercetion in the
northern part of the eity of large frame tene-
ment-houses in cloge proximity to each other
is i sonree of great danger to life and property,
The size and uses of frame buildings in the
city should be strietly limited by law,

The most important requirement in a new
Inw is one that will scenre safety in places of
amusement. The great danger that lurks in
sieh buildings in this eity is only faintly ap-
preciated, The rvapid destrnction of the old
Park Theatre, and more recently of the Windsor
Thentre and the Masonice '['Nllilh'. [lT:liIIl_\.' ghow
what may be the consequence if a fire in such a
building takes place during a performance,
The requirements for safety in places of amuse-
ment shonld be plainly stated in the law ; and
sieh places should not be licensed until the
owner ean show a certificate from the Inspector
of Buildings to the efteet that the statute has
Been fully complied with, Then in case a death
trap is permitted to he nsed as a place of
amusement, the responsibility would be clearly
fixed on the Building Inspector,

Thers {8 a new pool instead of the old lowa pool,
according to report.  The excited gentlemen who go
np and down exclaiming that “the Inwa pool has
bursted,” carefully neglect to mention that the new
compact is more striet than the old one, lasts for 25
years, and will probably be strong enongh to secure
the amicable allianee of the roads not yet in-
terested,  Asa rule, ratlroad managers in this conn-
try do not generally decido to bankrupt their com-
panies if they can conveniently help it.

The recent gale in Great Hritmn and Ireland ap-
pears to have been almost if not quite a harricane.
Its effects upon land were ag disastrons as thoss
upon the sen, In Liverpool cabs in the street were
overturned by the wind, Elsewhere people were
blown off their fect, and in ot least two instances
killed by being hurled violently against the gronod,
In Ircland iron lamp-posts age saud to have beenbent
by the foree of the gale, In the manufacturing
contres scores of tall chimmeys were blown down,
and even factorios and mills were destroyed, In fact
the power of the wind secms to have been almost as
groat asin some of those so-called tornadoes which
have wrecked so many small Western towns in this
country., Tho extent of this gale too was very great,
It swept over the greater part of the United King-
dom, It made harbors of refugoe mere traps, It ren-
dered even the Thames unsafe. No doubt many
voasels wore saved by the timely publication of
storm warnings, but had such a tremendons gale oc-
eurred twenty yenrsago, when knowledge of meteor-
ology was much slighter, and befora seamen hd
lopyned to avail themselves of weather predictions,
the destruction of life and property would no donbt
liave been ten timesas great at soa,

Strikos are of no nation. Across the border, the
Canadian Pacifio is tomporarily erippled by the
strike of engineers and other employes. The road is
1o no such relations with American roads that its op-
eration materinlly helps or hurts them, but the eall
made by the Canmlian company for engineers from
the East may perhaps be used as an excuse for con-
troversy about wages elsewhore, On the whole, the
engineers and firemen are doing better relutively
than the companios with which they work.

The English Liberals have now aslgnal vietory
at Ipswich as anoffset to thelr recent defeat at
York., Mr. West, who fell 117 votes behind the
conservative candidate i 1880, now Las a majority
of 450, This is a positive success, which will tend
to reassuro the Liberal puarty, whose voeting
strongth hins steadily, albeit not very rupidly, di-
minished since the general election in 1880, The
municipal election this year have also gone ngninst
the Liberals, Although this isnot to be regarded
as an unerrng sign of publie distontedt with the
purty in power, it is not without slgniflonnee, 1t 18
never safe, howover, to assume that political opin-
jon is favorably or unfuvorably affected toward the
government of the day. Lord Beaconsfiold was en-
conraged by the results of small bye-elections to
appeal to the couutry nearly fonr years ago, and
in the judgment of nearly all the political experts
aconservative vietory was {novitable, The pros-
pecta were abashed by their miscalenlations then,
and probably they wonld be pgain if o general eloe-
tion were Lo be ordored.

Bills to grab the lands which the Unitad States
has granted in sid of railroads are quite popular just
now, Every Congressman who offers one seoms per-
sunded that his constituents are going to consider
him an meorrnptible patriof. As amatter of fact,
however, the persons here who got telegrams that
anch bills have boan offered nsually rush to a brok-
or's offico and sell stock “short” and the inter-
eated mombers of Comgress sit at the * ticker” st
Washington every day thoreafter, wondering why
their stock does not go down in consequence of
their patriotio bills.

Mz, Parnell, at the Dublin banquet, refrained
from making any refreence to O'Donnell, The
branches of the Lrish National League would do well
to follow his example. (’Donnell was not the agent
of any socrot league or conspiracy. He acted upon
Iis own responsibility in murdering the infawmous
Caroy, sud was in no sense a represontative of pub-
lic opinion in Ireland, Why, then, shonld the Na-
tional organization interest itselt in his fate
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Mr, George W, Cable will give an extra
wollmnndii;m in Boston this afternocon, :ﬁm
.a‘vlg g Mr, ll-tthl;w a.lmoldw}.i.u repeat his

Mr, Ephraim Keyser, the Baltimore
;ﬁh:;wu&:ndndthemmhbnm::eﬂm

to erectad at Annapolis, will sail for
Euro edn
Eutrope on We esday with his model, to have the

A wonderfully well-preserved man is Lord 8haft
bury. At Oxford recently he attended the mti:::
of  soclety of which he was an active member half

oen , and
wt:mz;:ﬂ%t&han lost little if any of

Governor Cleveland not only gave the publia
school at Holland Patent 8500 for additions to its
Efbralry. lbut he has personally supervised the work

solecting and purchasi
the lama’ igle diaeonnn‘ tt?fmb'w.gﬁa rinig
order that the money may be expended to the
advantage,

.Bmker Carlisle {a said by The Hamilton (Ohio)
News once to have challenged an exasperating liti-
gant to fight a duel. The latter accepted promptly,

and, as was his right, selected the place and
weapons, which he chose to be, respectively, Boston
Common and clapboards. Mr. Carlisle let the
matter drop.

Mr. Matthew Arnold visited one of the grammar
schools of Boston the other day and spent ma.
time inspecting the various classes at their regular
;‘rr:::i, Hadwu much pleased with what he saw and

@ and sald that the school
favorably with, and in some res m?-mdﬁd:ﬁg
:;rpdzm , the London schools oﬁfommam;

nde,

Here's a ** point” for would-be monument-raisers ;
Erect the monument during the subject’s lifetime
anld ask him to foot the bills, For a precedent,
take the ease of Cividale, in Upper Italy, the hirth-
place of Ristori. The town council decided not
long ago to put np a monnment in her honor, Bug
the communal treasury was not full enough to hear
the cost, and private subscriptions were lacking.
So they wrote to Ristori herself for aid. Aund she
gave it, too! Dut her Eﬁl\rntc opinion of their
assurance has not been placed on record,

According to Macanlay, Warren Hastings made it
the ambition of his life to possess—and doubt-
less to transmit to posterity’s long line—Dayles.
ford, the home of his ancient and time-honored race,
He did gain possession of it; but from him 1t weut
to his step-son, Sir Charles Imhoff, aud from him
to the real estate market. It has had several own-
era since then, and n few years ngo foll into the
hands of Bass, the renowned manufacturer of als
and beer, He restored it to its former glory and
made 1t his home, but has now sold it again, for an
enormously high price,

Charivari greets Marshal Serrano, the new Spanish
Awmbassador in Paris, with an incident of the acces
sion of Alfonso, A few wecks before that event,
Serrano commissioned a Mudrid artist to paint a pict-
ure of him, on horseback, crossing the Dridege of
Alcoleg—where hie had defeated the Royalists and ine
sured the establishment of of the Repnblie, When
Alfonso was rm.-iaimml King the politle Marshal
hastened to the artist and told him not to procesd
with the pleture,  * Too late,” was the reply: * the
picture is tinished already. But if you {il’.vl witl
paint another in which you will be secu recrossing
the sawe bridge!”

“ Private letters from Lady Thornton,” says The
Independent, ** give the painful intelligenee that tho
health of her oldest danghter, Miss Mury Thoruton,
will not allow the return of the family to St. Petors.
burg during the coming winter, Last spring, by
the order of physiclans, Lady Thornton left Kussin
with her two daughters, She earried them to Gere
many, to Switzerland, to Italy, where they still
remain, forbidden to return to the frozen air of the
Neva,  The Misses Mary and Frauces Thornton are
young ladies of remarkable intelligence and anima-
tion, and still deeply attached to the city of Wash-
ington, where they grew from childhood and Jived
tifteen years as danghters of the British Minister,
wud with which, through intimate friends, they
still maintain a constant corrvspondence,”™

“We went to Denver to attend the old soldiers’
reanion,” The Troy fimes makes General Shorman
say, speaking of his Western trip with Justice Gray,
of the United States Supreme Court, and others,
last summer.  ** The boys came down to the station
with a big crowd of people. John Sullivan, the
prize-fighter, was expected the same day, and half
the crowd eame to see him, and haif to see us. Well,
{un know Gray is a big fellow, and of course no opo

new him ont there, When he got off the cars, the
‘aports’ thought it was the other man, and set up
a shout, ‘Hurrah for sailivan, the slugger!” 1 got
in one carriage aud Gray in another, and they fol-
lowed Gray more than they didme, and a Justico of
the Suprene Court rode through Denver with all
the sporting characters in the city at his heels,  An
hour afterward Sullivan cawe jnto town withous
any demoustration at all,”

Ravrian, N. €., Dee. 13.—~The Rov. A, A, Watson,
of Wilmington, has been unanimously elected
Bishop of the new Episcopal Diocese by the convens
tion at New Berue.

WasHixaroN, Deo. 13.=J. A, Thompson, Acting
Deputy Controller of the Treasury, was stricken
with paralysis this afternoou while 4t his desk,

Wasmisaros, Dee. 13.—Senator Hill, of Colo-
rado, was ealled to Orange County to-night by the
death of s sister. He will be absent three or
four days,

The condition of Dr. Willard Parker, who has
been dangeronsly sick for the last few days, was
greatly improved last night. His attendauts are
coutident of his recovery,

—— —— —
GENERAL NOTES, |

It is & dull day when fewer than 250 petitions
and appeals of all desoriptions are dellversd at the Em-
peror's palace in Berlin, They often number twice a3
my.

The first international exhibition of the new
yeir will be o display of culinary art at Vienna early In
Tanuacy, st which all the best cooks 1o Germany sud Aus-
trin will contend for prize medals,

The schooner Polly, built in 1804 and now
undergoing repalrs at Owl's Head, Me., s said to be tho
oldest vessel of the United States merchaat service now

oat. y ditlon warrants the hope that Poliy
ﬂgu“nlh'ulllnl) :u‘:‘i‘l'll-l!imm lbundreth birthday. : g

A new law governing the ringing of church-
Dbells in every parish of France provides that bereafter it
ahall be regulnted in every department by an ordinance
agreed upon by the Hishop anil the Perfoot, the Minlstre
des Cuiltes settiing on appeal any p-r:::t- of difference boe-

" T 1 il the prisst will each have
;:;::ﬂ :::;ﬂ;u:i-:. Jlslllﬁ“l;:‘rrﬂnl!f Sl.‘ln (,‘ura.,illi Iy ‘.mu:..< I:‘,
b s Reaotioniey, will not be ablo to prevent the ruglog
of thie parish betl for the festivals of the Republie,

[u the door yard of Delos Hotchkiss, at Clie-
aliire, Conn., stands an applo tree, which is suppossd to b
the oldest, lurgest and most fruftful in New-Englaund. &
15 the last survivor of the orchand which was set out by
the first settiers of that nelghborhood, and popular belief
{Lxes Ita nge ot 150 years. The treo is slxty feet high, and

the tips of 1ts outermost branches are oue hunired and
four f}n-t 0 Mr, Hotohkiss atHrma that Le his plesed
126 b of sound apples from it in & siuglo year.

1t can safely be asserted that if thers be an
art in which England maintains a generally high atand-
and it {8 not the art of cooking: nnd therefors there i
considerubile siguificance In the statemont of the soorelary
of tho Yorkshire Scliool of Cookery that the local dmnni
for trained teachers of the cullnary sch s § ol
than the supply and that “all the young ladies W
class last apring are now employeds
i’&fﬂ‘;‘u““&i;?‘ ﬁn‘m»-h:mm from £50 to 470 &

yoar,"”

The well-known antiquarian of Oxford, Mr,
James Parker, has flulshed the excavation of a Roman
vills In o fleld near Abingdon, and drawn an aceurntd
plan of {ta formation. The viila consisted of elght or tea
rooms of whioh the largest 13 about sixteen oot BQUAFY,
thio whole serles being about ssventy foet Jong end from
mqwmmmm
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